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CITY OF COLWICH, KANSAS 

CITY ADMINISTRATIVE CENTER 

310 S. 2ND STREET 

REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 

MARCH 21, 2022 

7:00 P.M. 

 

ATTENDANCE 

 

Present were Mayor Angie Banz, Councilmembers Sean Black, Elizabeth Bryan, Kurt Burkhart, 

Terri Nicholson and Ken Davis. 

 

Staff members present were Mark Hinkle, Police Chief; Maurice Lallement, Fire Chief; Nolan 

Wright, Assistant City Attorney; Riley Schmitz, City Engineer; and Stephanie Guy, City Clerk.  

 

1. CALL TO ORDER AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

Mayor Angela Banz called the regular monthly meeting of the Colwich City Council to order on 

Monday, March 21, 2022 at 7:01 p.m. and led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

2. NOTICES AND COMMUNICATIONS 

 

There were no notices or communications. 

 

3.  CITIZENS COMMENTS 

 

Mark Mertes, 104 Cedar Ct., updated the Council on continuing work on his drainage issue and 

his interest in a deeter drain to help. Discussion followed with Mr. Mertes requesting permission 

to cut the curb if necessary. Mr. Mertes said he would hire the work done. 

 

Councilmember Nicholson moved to allow Mr. Mertes to alter the curb. Councilmember 

Black seconded. Motion passed 5-0. 

 

4.  PURCHASE REQUESTS AND ITEMS NEEDING COUNCIL ACTION 

 

A. Discussion of proposed culvert and bridge additions at Colwich Disc Golf Club- Mike Bailey 

 

Mr. Bailey detailed the Air Capital Disc Golf Club’s request to reinstall a bridge and add new 

bridges and a culvert. The culvert would require a state permit. He requested permission to move 

forward with the application through the state and county and install the items if the permits were 

approved. He stated the plan was to install three bridges and a culvert in the current year. The 

bridges would require county permits. Mr. Bailey shared the cost of the permits and asked whether 

the City would apply for the permits or the club on behalf of the City. Mr. Schmitz suggested that 

the club apply for the permits. 
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Councilmember Davis moved to allow Mr. Bailey to proceed with the approvals. Mr. Bailey 

expressed concern with the permits being approved then the Council not approving the work. He 

stated there would be no cost to the City for the work. Councilmember Davis withdrew his 

motion. 

 

Councilmember Davis moved to allow three bridges and a culvert with the approval of the 

permits. Councilmember Burkhart seconded. Motion passed 5-0. 

 

Mr. Bailey then requested permission to move the current broken sign to the west side of the 

course, repair it, add a map printed on aluminum on the east and west sides and to add plastic drum 

trashcans on the west side. 

 

Councilmember Bryan moved to allow the sign to be moved to the west, put up maps and 

add trashcans. Councilmember Davis seconded. Motion passed 5-0.  

 

Mr. Bailey thanked the Council.  

 

Mayor Banz changed the order of the agenda to hear Item 4-F, Presentation of insurance proposal 

by M & M Insurance 

 

Mr. Gary Unruh detailed additions, deletions and other changes in the policy. Discussion followed 

regarding building values. Mr. Unruh summarized the proposal by page. Changes were requested 

to the quote. Mr. Unruh stated the policy renewed on April 1. Mayor Banz stated the increase was 

approximately 7%. 

 

Councilmember Davis moved to accept the proposal and get a new proposal with increased 

deductibles on the vehicles. Councilmember Black seconded. Motion passed 5-0. 

 

Mayor Banz asked Mr. Unruh about volunteers driving city vehicles. He stated that driving to and 

from the station is not covered by city insurance unless they are responding to an emergency. 

Mayor Banz confirmed that an accident while commuting and not in response to an emergency is 

covered by the individual’s personal auto insurance. 

 

B. Approval of the Volunteer Fire Chief Service Agreement 

 

Mayor Banz asked Chief Lallement if he had reviewed the document and he stated he had. Mr. 

Wright stated Mr. Lallement had provided the document and Mr. Wright edited it.  

 

Councilmember Bryan moved to approve the agreement with updates to the mayor, city 

clerk and date. Councilmember Burkhart seconded. Motion passed 5-0. 

 

C. Review of the city vehicle use policy 

 

Mayor Banz stated that although employees had been taking vehicles home for a couple of years, 

the current personnel policy stated employees were not to drive vehicles home. Councilmembers 

discussed vehicle usage and making calls. Mayor Banz stated the intent of past councils was that 
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employees would use the vehicles to respond to the city to make calls. Discussion continued 

regarding distance to employees’ homes and insurance coverage. Ms. Guy asked for clarification 

regarding “on call.” Councilmember Bryan stated she felt it meant that employees would respond 

for emergencies or for reasons corresponding to their jobs. Ms. Guy asked whether department 

heads were on call at all times and allowed to drive city vehicles anytime. Councilmember Bryan 

said that it meant that an employee would leave their home to respond to a call or remain within a 

certain response area and not for personal use. Chief Hinkle explained that his officers keep a daily 

ride sheet with starting and ending mileage for accountability. Councilmember Burkhart said he 

thought that was a good idea. Chief Hinkle further clarified that his officers are required to log any 

trips out of the city limits. Councilmember Nichols stated she felt that should be followed for all 

city vehicles. Mayor Banz said she would research what other cities’ policies are for the next 

meeting. 

 

Councilmember Davis moved to strike the verbiage of “city vehicles may not be used for 

transportation to and from work” in section D of the personnel policy. Councilmember 

Bryan seconded. Motion passed 5-0. 

 

D. Discussion of ACH fees being absorbed by the city 

 

Ms. Guy stated that Forte, the payment processor, charged $0.50 per transaction if the city 

generates the ACH payment, which was a reduced fee from what individuals were charged. She 

also said that automatic payments would be more convenient for her office and residents. 

Discussion followed regarding service fees. 

 

Councilmember Bryan moved to absorb the ACH fees for one year until March 2023. 

Councilmember Davis seconded. Motion passed 5-0. 

 

E. Review of street vendor fees 

 

Ms. Guy reviewed the current fees and shared responses from the listserve regarding other cities’ 

street vendor fees. Discussion followed regarding possible fees and the council’s ability to waive 

the fees for special events. 

 

Councilmember Davis moved to change the street vendor fee to $10 per day, $25 per month 

or $150 per calendar year. Mr. Wright stated that the action needed to be taken by ordinance 

which he would prepare.  

 

5. CONSENT AGENDA 

A. Approval of the minutes of the February 21, 2022 regular Council meeting 

B. Approval of the Appropriations Ordinance Nos. 22-02-2 and 22-03-1 

C. Approval of the February financial reports 

D. Approval of the Special Event Permit for Sacred Heart Solemnity Celebration 
 

Councilmember Bryan moved to approve the consent agenda. Councilmember Davis 

seconded. Motion passed 5-0. 
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Councilmember Black moved to waive the food truck fees for the Solemnity Celebration. 

Councilmember Davis seconded. Motion passed 5-0. 

 

6. DEPARTMENT HEAD REPORTS 

 

A. City Engineer –   Riley Schmitz, City Engineer, had nothing to report. 

 

B. Fire – Moe Lallement, Fire Chief, informed the Council of staff storm spotter training. He stated 

the department received an Office of the State Fire Marshal grant award. He said there was 

lobbying to keep the grant from being discontinued. 

 

Councilmember Nicholson asked if it was possible to receive a report showing which calls were 

dispatched and which were responded to without being dispatched. Chief Lallement said the 

department was either dispatched or asked whether their assistance was requested. Councilmember 

Bryan asked to see a report showing mutual aid responses. Chief Lallement agreed. 

 

Chief Lallament requested permission to accept the Office of the State Fire Marshal grant.   

 

Councilmember Bryan moved to approve the spending for the gear with the net of Colwich 

Fire share being $2,430.00. Councilmember Davis seconded. Motion passed 5-0. 

 

Chief Lallement informed the Council of an electrical fire under the hood of the brush truck that 

caused extensive damage. He said EMC was planning to replace the truck and he was starting the 

process on that and would be proceeding forward.  

 

C. Public Works – Corey Heck, Public Works Superintendent, informed the council that there was 

a plug in the sewer lagoons that required the help of Mayer Specialties due to a turtle shell that had 

to be cut out. He summarized other work done by his department. He said the water side of the 

SCADA system was online but the sewer side was still under construction.  

 

D. Police- Mark Hinkle, Police Chief, shared that he traveled to Topeka for a proclamation by 

Representative Delperdang in honor of Officer Ohlemeier and displayed a framed copy.  

 

Discussion followed regarding the new employees in the fire and police departments.  

 

E. City Attorney- Mr. Wright had nothing to report. 

 

F. City Clerk – Stephanie Guy, City Clerk, stated budget development was ongoing. She informed 

the Council that the final payment on the water system would be submitted at the end of the month. 

Councilmember Bryan asked about the new swings and Ms. Guy stated Mayor Banz had approved 

additional funds to purchase two swings and the frame.  Councilmember Nicholson requested that 

department heads justify their budgets at the budget hearing.  
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9. GOVERNING BODY COMMENTS 

When asked by Mayor Banz, Joanna Kraus, library director, stated the library expansion was 

moving forward. Mayor Banz asked that anyone with knowledge of IT companies to let her 

know as she planned to change companies. Ms. Guy shared information she had received 

regarding Gilmore’s merger and the expected service improvements. Discussion followed 

regarding previous issues, internet service quality, cybersecurity and looking into switching to 

Ideatek for internet service.  

 

10. EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 

No additional executive session was held. 
 

10. ADJOURNMENT 

There being no further business, Councilmember Bryan moved for adjournment at 9:09 p.m.  

Councilmember Nicholson seconded the motion.  Motion passed 5-0. 

 

 Respectfully submitted, 

      Stephanie Guy, City Clerk 


